Dear Sir or Madam, 
The following saga is of an epic engine rebuild and the subsequent curing of engine overheating. I hope some of the members may be able to benefit from some of the following. 

Nearly three ago Ian and I bought a beautiful red 1955 concours XK140 DHC. It was so fabulous that we decided to buy another, a little less wonderful, one that we could drive anytime anywhere without being worried about it. So at the great Ian Cummins showroom we found a 140 FHC in Hawthorn green at about half the price and gave it a new home. I drove it regularly to and from squash and on other short trips. Then came the week end the Rolls-Royce club was to host an overnight stay at a lovely tourist town 3 hours south of Sydney. I was to drive with the club and Ian was to come later in the FHC. He didn't arrive. The car boiled and eventually seized about 60miles short of the target. We had it shipped home on a table top truck. 
I had serviced the car before he left. He isn't mechanically minded. I assured him it was going well and to enjoy the drive. What we both didn't know was the temperature gauge wouldn't move past 70. We live on the outskirts of this great metropolis but on the northern fringe. To go south means driving with the hoards of others through ghastly never ending sets of traffic lights and hold ups. When I was a kid we could drive this 30 miles in about as many minutes (with an eye on the rear view mirror) but now this takes about one hour ten. The engine didn't survive it. Ian was heart broken. So was I, for his disappointment. 
After dismantling the engine, the machine shop advised against a rebore as it was already 30thou oversize. They said that their experience was that even at this stage the cylinder walls were likely to transfer too much heat into the water with future boiling being the outcome. Summer can be very hot here with the temperature often above the ton. Since there hadn't been any damage to the walls we just went for a hone and fitted a new set of pistons, did the crank, new bearings, balanced everything and gave it a head job. Naturally all the water and oil galleries were cleaned out and thoroughly inspected for swarf. It all took about a year to get it back together. I work at least 60 hours a week and we are building a house so there's not much spare time. The radiator was professionally cleaned and given a good bill of health. 

To our great delight it fired up first time and I drove it up the street and back. It boiled. The motor had been fairly tight but I could turn by hand after assembly but only just. The timing was adjusted and so too were the carbys. It was better but not much. We then arranged for Ian Cummins to look at it. The boys took the head off and improved the clearances, tuned it and it ran well until it was in traffic. We then fitted an electric fan. This was a major improvement. However it still boiled if caught in dead slow traffic on a hot day. It got even hotter after switching off. The heat creep was tremendous, sending the temp needle up into the oil gauge where it would jam on the oil pressure needle. 
A colostomy bag was the answer! We fitted an auxiliary header tank so at least there was no loss of coolant. I got a bit miffed at losing coolant which costs close to $100 a fill for the best. This was another rung up the ladder but not yet near the top. We then went back to the radiator specialists who put a new modern core which they claim is 50% more efficient. this certainly helped by a.great margin. On hot days in traffic it now just got really hot but didn't boil, until it was switched off. I then noticed an ad in the Australian Classic Car magazine for the Davies-Craig electric water pump. They claimed that it positively stopped older cars from overheating. We bought one at a cost of Aud$300 (sorry guys, you'll have to do your own conversions) The instructions were that you fitted it in the return hose from the radiator to the motor. You can either remove the mechanical pump or have it as an extra. We opted for the latter. It could be wired so it operates all the time or with a thermal switch to come on above a set temperature. Again we chose the latter. We had it wired into the electric fan so they would come on at 85 degrees. 
The first trial run was a cool day and the car ran without getting hot. Until I stopped. By the time I got my squash gear out of the boot, had a chat to a friend, the temp needle I noticed was up to 90. I turned the ignition back on and WOW the temperature dropped like a stone, the thermal switch turning both the fan and water pump off after about 5 seconds. This worked quite well for a few trips and I then realised that if we wired both units directly to the battery that they would switch themselves on and off according to the temperature irrespective of whether the ignition was on or not. This now works so well. I can drive it like any other car. I no longer have to sit around waiting to see if the heat creep is going to be high enough to require treatment. I turn the car off and by the time I've unpacked and locked up they automatically come on for a few seconds and switch off again. 
In summary: the car's temperature is now controlled, albeit we are only on the fringe of spring and summer will be the big test. I'm an incurable optimist! Now I would love to here from other readers. Some of you may wonder why I haven't stripped the engine again to look for something quite basic which may have been overlooked. I have thought of this but also reflect on the engineers prediction that having been bored out twice before, overheating would be the result. We were also meticulous in the preparation before assembly. 
Now the engine runs beautifully. It has just had it's pair of 2" SU's rebuilt (that's another story) The exhaust note is quite spectacular to hear. From a standing start and taking it up to about 3000 revs it emits the most wonderfully smooth resonant growl. It sounds so good that it delights me every time I drive it and I could forgive it just about anything it may do in the future. 
This is pure fun. 
Regards, 
John Elmes
